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SUBJECT: VATICAN VIEWS ON CURRENT ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE 

1 . VATICAN SUBSTITUTE SECRETARY OF STATE CAPRIO TOLD US TODAY 
THAT THE VATICAN IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE CURRENT ITALIAN 
POLITICAL DEBATE AND THAT IT HAS TAKEN STEPS TO INFORM ALL THE 
RESPONSIBLE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LEADERS THAT THE ITALIAN CHURCH 
IS STRONGLY OPPOSED TO HAVING THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE 
GOVERNMENT. TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD THE CHURCH'S 
POSITION THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT IF THEY PERMIT PCI ENTRY IN 

THE GOVERNMENT, IN FUTURE ELECTIONS THE DC SHOULD EXPECT, "AT 
MAXIMUM, THE CHURCH'S SILENCE." 

2. CAPRIO ALSO STATED THAT VATICAN FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO UNDER- 
STAND THE PREDISPOSITION OF SOME IN DC TO SEEK POLITICAL COM 
PROMISES WITH THE PCI OUT OF FEAR OF EARLY ELECTIONS. ALL 
PUBLIC SIGNALS-THE RECENT SCHOOL ELECTIONS, PUBLIC OPINION 

POLLS AND THE "OVERWHELMINGLY NEGATIVE REACTION" TO ZACCAGNINI'S 
TELEVISION STATEMENT THAT THE GOVERNING FORMULA MAY NEED 
ADJUSTMENT-INDICATE THAT IF ELECTIONS WERE HELD, THE DC WOULD 
GAIN VOTES. 
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3. HE THOUGHT THAT THE MAJOR UNPREDICTABLE-AND THUS DESTAB IL- 
TZTNG—ET .EMENT IN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES IS THAT KEY 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (HE MENTIONED ZACCAGNINI, MORO, FANFANI, 

"AND EVEN ANDREOTTI") WISHED TO BECOME PRESIDENT OF ITALY. 

HE THOUGHT, HOWEVER, THAT THEY AND OTHERS REALIZE THAT AGREEING 
TO THE "HISTORIC COMPROMISE" WOULD AMOUNT TO A DEFEAT OF THE 
ITALIAN CHURCH AND THE DC ON A PRINCIPLE ON WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN 
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A STRONG PUBLIC STAND. 

4. COMMENT: THE VATICAN'S CONCERN ABOUT ITALIAN CURRENT DEVELOP- 
MENTS AND ESPECIALLY WITH THE POLITICAL DEBATE OVER THE 
QUESTION OF PCI ENTRY INTO THE PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY OR THE 
GOVERNMENT IS BEGINNING TO SURFACE IN THE PAGES OF L'OSSERVATORE 
ROMANO. IN THE POLITICAL ANALYSIS COLUMN OF JANUARY 5, THE 
VATICAN ORGAN WRITES: "THE DC CONTINUES TO AFFIRM THAT NOT 
ONLY THE POSSIBILITY, BUT EVEN THE IDEA OF AN EMERGENCY 
GOVERNMENT... SHOULD, BY ALL MEANS, BE REJECTED.. ..THE DC STANDS 
FIRM ON THIS PRINCIPLE AND AT THE MOMENT IN WHICH IT REAFFIRMS 

ITS DECISIVE "NO" TO THE PCI IN THE MAJORITY AND THE GOVERNMENT, 

THE DC SUGGESTS ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS WHICH... SHOULD PRUDENTLY 
EXAMINED BEFORE BEING REJECTED APRIORI." END COMMENT. 

5. WE ALSO ASKED CAPRIO WHETHER A RECENT ARTICLE IN THE 
VATICAN ORGAN L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO ENTITLED "THE IDEOLOGIZING 
OF THE PCI" REPRESENTED A VATICAN RE-EVALUATION OF BERLINGUER S 
LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF IVREA (ROME 17016). HE SAID THAT IT WAS 
WRITTEN BY A COMPETENT UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AND THAT IT 
REPRESENTED THE POSITION OF THE CHURCH AND THE VATICAN. THE 
ARTICLE BEGINS WITH A QUOTATION FROM THE NOVEMBER 26, 1977 
DECLARATION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE WHICH 
UNDERLINED "THE THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL IRRECONCILABILITY 
BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND MARXISM" AND DECLARED THAT 
"TOWARDS MOVEMENTS WHICH REMAIN SUBSTANTIALLY LINKED TO IDEOLOGIES 
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INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE BIBLE" IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO MODIFY THE 
ATTITUDE OF THE CHRISTIANS. IT ENDS, AFTER AN ANALYSIS OF THE 
IDEOLOGICAL POSITION OF THE PCI, WITH THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSION: 

"THE AFFIRMATION OF THE NON-IDEOLOGICAL CHARACTER OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF ITALY, MADE WITH MUCH FANFARE BY BERLINGUER, 
CANNOT MODIFY, IN SUBSTANCE, THE POSITION OF BELIEVERS AND 
DEMOCRATS TOWARDS THE PCI." GARDNER 
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